Stuicing and Dredging

Hegislatibe Pasemhly,
Thuraday, October 26th, 1899.

M e: Tronsvaal War, W.A. Contingent—Slnici
aui Dredyging for Gold Bill, second reading—Lan
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Act Amendment Bill, in Committee, new clauses,
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wenlth Bill, Joint Committee’s Recommendations,
seventh dny (udjourned)—Adjonrnment.

Tar SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PravEzs.

MESSAGE-TRANSVAAL WAR, W.A.
CONTINGENT.

A Message from the Governor was re-
ceived and read, as follows:

The Governor has the honour to inform the
Legislative Assembly that he has received the
following telegram from the Seccretary, of
State for the Colonies, on behalf of Her Majesty
the Queen, through South Australia :—'"Her
Majesty the Queen desires to thank the people
of her colonies in Australasia for the striking
manifestation of Ioyalty and patriotism in
their voluntary offer to send troops to
co-operate with Her Majesty's Tmperial forces
in maintaining her position and the rights of
British subjects in South Africa. She wishes
the troops (Hod-speed and a safe return.”

SLUICING AND DREDGING FOR GOLD
BILL.

SECGND READING.

Tur MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
H. B. Lefroy), in moving the second
reading, said: This Bill is introduced for
the purpose of enabling people to abtain
larger areas than can be granted under
our present Goldfields Act, on the salt
lakes in the interior of this coleny, for
dredging for gold. During the last 12
months many persons have been making
inquiries through the Mines Department
as to whether it is possible for the Govern-
ment to grant areas for the purpose of
dredging for gold on some of the salt lakes.
I informed them that the Government
had no power to grant any larger areas
than were provided for by the Goldfields
Act, and at present were not in a position
to grant areas such as those persons
required for dredging purposes. There
isa large extent of this lake country to the
eastward, aud there are persons under

the belief that these lakes contain a | easy fo define the lake itself.
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certain amount of gold which they desire
to have the power to take out. That
can only be done by means of expensive
machinery, and in order to make it
payable they require larger areas than we
are enabled to grant them under the
present Goldfields Aet. It is not pro-
posed under this Bill to include anything
but the lake areas. I am not inclined at
the present time to ask the House to
agree to lease ordinary abandoned alluvial
land in large areas, because I do not
think the time has arrived in-this colony
when we should throw open abandoned
alluvial ground for leasing purposes. No
doubt the time will arrive by and by, but
I repeat that I do not think we should
throw open those areas for selection
under lease at the present time. I think
that by granting areas of this lake
country we shall not be doing injury to
anybody, and that we may be doing a
considerable amount of benefit to the
individual and also to the country.
Those who have inquired into the matter
will agree there is a certain amount of
probability that some of the gold which
has been disintegrated from the reefs and
Iodes throughout this country has been
washed down by the process of time into
these large salt lakes. If there are
people prepared to ascertain the truth of
this and to put their money into the
venture, I think we should give them
every encouragement to do so. AsI say,
it is not proposed to grant under lease
under this Act anything but the lakes
themselves. My idea is that those who
endeavour to enter upon this work should
take up machinery areas alongeide the
lakes under the Goldfields Act, for
housing their machinery, if necessary, for
putting up their buildings, offices, and
go on, and that nothing but the lakes
themselves up to high-water mark should
be granted under lease under this Act.
There are certain high-water marks, and
you can generally tell where the water
has been to. 1 have been over a good
many of the salt lakes in the interior of
the colony, and have had great difficulty
in getting across some of them. .

Mr. Kinvasmmnn: Leke Moore, for
instance.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: Yes;
1 have been across it. There is always
a certain- high-water mark, and it is
The
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rental is fized at ome shilling per
acre, and the area which 1t is proposed
to grant is 640 acres, or one square
mile. There are some persons 1 believe
who consider this area 1s not sufficiently
large, and T shali be pleased to have an
expression of opinion from hon. members
who have a knowledge of this sort of
work, as to whether this area is suffi-
ciently large or not.

Mr. Ewing: A person can take up
more than one area.

Tee MINISTER OF MINES: Yes;
a person can take up more than one area,
and can amalgamate under the regula-
tions which will be framed. T have been
informed by some persons who are de-
sirous of taking up land for this purpose
that the area ig sufficiently large, and
there are others' who have expressed their
desire of entering into this class of work
who think the area is not large enough.
I know there are people who desire to get
as much as they possibly can; I do not
blame them for that, but there are
people who are always looking out for
concessions, and who desire to acquire as
much territory as they can for the purpose
for which they require it. My opinion is
that 640 acres are enough, and if a person
desires to take up a larger area, that
person must take up & number of leases
and amalgamate them.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH :
take up two areas,

Tre MINISTER OF MINES: Yes,
just the same as a company can now take
up any number of 24eacve leases; but
the area to be granted in one lease must
not embrace more than 640 acres. It is
intended to frame regulations under the
Aect, and areas can be amalgamated just
the same as areas are amalgamated under
the Goldfields Act.

M=. Ewing: Are there to be labour
conditions ?

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: Under
the Bill no labour conditions are required,
the only thing to be done by a person
obtaining an area is to put machinery on
the land during the first 12 months
of thd value of £3,000, after that the
lessee must keep the machinery going
continuously at the work of dredging for

A person can

[ASSEMBLY.

gold on the land demised during the
term of the lease, except during such
term as Jawful exemption may be obtained |
under the Bill, Hon. members will |

Jor Gold Bill.

understand that this class of mining is
different from ordinary mining, and any
person who takes up a lease of this kind
must be given time to prospect to find
out. where to go to work, and time should
be given persons to build their dredges
with which they will carry on the work.
Therefore we do not ask for more during
the first 12 months than that machinery

- to a certain value shall be erected ; after

that the machinery is to be kept continu-
ously going.

Mg. Ewine: What is * continuously ”
going ? Has work to be carried on day
and night, or for 48 hours a week ?

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: Hon.
members will notice there are consider-
able powers given in the Bill to draw up
regulations, for, amongst other things,
prescribing the mode of applying for
leases, and the reservations, covenants
and conditions to be imserted therein.
Also for prescribing the procedure for
forfeiture of leases and carrying out and
giving force and effect to the object and
purposes of the Bill. These regulations
will lay down exactly what it is intended
to do.

Mg. GrEcoryY: Will the regulations
give power to amalgamate ?

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: The
regulations will do that. In some of the
other colonies the Government grant
leases for dredging purposes under their
ordinary Goldfields Aet without reference
to Parliament. In Victoria the Govern-
ment have power to grant large areas for
the purpese of dredging, and they can
make any-conditions they like.

Mz. IrLinewoRTH : S0 have you.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: We
have no power to grant any arex over 24
acres.

Mr. VosreEr: You can grant special
leases.

Tree MINTISTER OF MINES: There
is no power under the Goldfields Act to
grant any special leases for gold-mining
purposes.

Mg. Ewing: There is the inherent
power to make a special grant.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES : There
is no power under the Goldfields Act to
grant large areas for gold-mining, there-
fore it is necessary to bring forward such
a Bill as this, and it i3 better to have a
small Bill introduced than to provide for
this class of gold-mining in one clause in
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the Goldfields Act.
Bill, after the first 12 months the lessee
shall keep continuously employed in
sluicing or dredging for gold upon the
land demised machinery of the value of
not less than £3,000. Sowme hon. mem-
bers have asked what is meant by * con-
tinuously employed.” Was it intended
that work should be carried on for eight

hours a day, or for 24 hours? I should say

if the machinery is kept emploved for eight
hours a day, that would be * continuously
emploved,” and under the regulations we
shall have to provide that. Under the
Goldfields Act, all a person is obliged to
do to comply with the labour regulations
is to work for eight hours on an
ordinary day, and foor hours on Satur-
day. He is not obliged to do anything
more: he can work 24 hours if he likes,
but he 18 not obliged wnder the law to
work for moure than eight hours a day.
Under the regulations for carrving out
this Bill we can provide that. I do not
contemplate any difficulties in working
this Act. We simply place persons on
country which is really of no value to
anyone without the expenditure of capital.
If persons are willing to test these lakes,
we should give them an opportunity to
do so, with every reward we possibly can
for their labour. Hon. members will
notice that the Minister may at any time
suspend or waive all or any of the
covenants or conditions contained in the
lease in any case where he is satisfied
that by reason of special circumstances it
would be impossible to comply with, or
would inflict great hardship upon the
lessee to enforce, such covenants or con-
ditions, and then Clause 7 goes on to say
that a returz of all suspensions or
waivers, with the reasons therefor, shall
be annually laid before Parliament
within one month after the opening of
Parliament. Therefore it is intended
that Parliament shall be kept strictly
informed of evervthing that is going on.
I trust hon. members will be satisfied
with this little Bill, T feel satigfied that
there will be no difficulty in working it
when the land is applied for. I do not
think the Bill will affect any interest in
existence at the present time. I do not
think the ordinary alluvial mniner is likely

to go out dry-blowing on salt lakes, or to

look for a deep lead there, therefore if we
get people to fake up arveas and work

[26 Ocrorer, 1899.]

As is stated in the
will be doing good to the individual, and

' the present time.
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them, as is proposed under this Bill, it

I hope the country will benefit by it. I
do. not think this is the most profitable
style of mining for any country; there
may be a certain amount of gold found,
but I do not contemplate a great amount
of labour Leing employed in taking the
gold out. I think the labour employed
in taking out the gold will be less in pro-
portion to the labour ewployed in lode
mining. At the same time the return
from the one will in no way eorrespond
te that of the othar. Notwithstanding
that it will not be such a profitable
investment to the country as lode mining,
at the same time while gold is there, or
is supposed to be there, we should give
encouragement to people to take it out.
All T hope is that if people do enter on
this work and take out gold, they will
try to keep the gold in Western Australia
and not send it away.

Mz. Vosper : 1 am sure they will.

Tre MINISTER OF MINES: I am
afraid people who enter inte gold mining
have none of those philanthropic motives:
they desire to get all they can and take
it away,

Mk,
make.

Tre MINISTER OF MINES: Yes,
and keep all they make. T am sure there
1s o great deal of that feeling in connec-
tion with gold-mining in this country at
The desire is to take
wll the gold oot as quickly as possible,
and then go away. I hope the people,
who will engage n the class of mining
provided tor in the Bill, will try and keep
some of the gold here. I hope they will
spend it in Western Augtralia and try
and put some of it back again into the
ground to produce something which will
be of wge to the communisy.

Mr. GrEGORY: You must give them
consideration when they come here.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES : Icom-
mend the Bill to hon. members.

Mr. LEAKE (Albany): Tt is my
intention to support the second reading
of this Bill, and in doing so the observa-
tions I make will, I hope, be regarded
merely as fair criticism and expressing no
hostile spirit whatever. Of cowrse this is
a new departure, and I take it that in
order to effect the object we bave in view,
the duty of hon. members should be fo

Vospee : And keep all’ they
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make what suggestions they can; and
although my view may not fall in with
the Miunister's on every occasion, I hope
he will understand my only desire is to
assist in the discussion. To begin with,
I cannot exactly see the necessity for a
separate Bill in dealing with this matier.
I cannot see why we could not have made
an amendment of the Geldfields Act, and
consequently made applicable to the work
of the nature contemplated by the Bill
the whole of the machinery of the Gold-
fields Act. Practically this Bill will be
outside the jurisdiction of the wardens,
and in cases of dispute which may
possibly arise, it is a question how
these disputes will be settled. I take
it on these points the Minister will
be able to advise us when in Com-
mittee. There will have to be special
machinery for working this Bill unless it
is brought within the scope of the Gold-
fields Act.

- Tue MivistEr oF Mines: The leases
lsave to be recommended by the war-
en.

M=r. LEAKE: I notice that.

Tee MiwisTer or Mines: You said
the wardens had no jurisdiction.

Mr. LEAKE: Not as to the admini-
stration of the Act generally. There will
have to be a special set of regulations for
these leases. I amn only throwing this
out by way of suggestion that these
leases should be worked under the gold-
fields legislation. Clause 4 seems to con-
tain the principal provision in the Bill;
providing there shall be a lease for 21
years, with a rental of 1s. per acre of an
area not exceeding 640 acres. I do not
suppuse anybody will dispute the fact
that these leases must be worked, if at
all, upon a very large scale; and it le-
hoves us to consider whether an area of
640 acres is sufficient. I anticipate the
Minister of Mines will say, “ Well, if a
person desires a larger area he can apply
for more leases.”” But then comes the
question as to whether there shall be any
special conditions, labour or otherwise,
beyond those contemplated by the Bill;
and I notice that a special condition is
that at least £3,000 shall be spent on a
lease. The probubility is, if & company
start gluicing or dredging on these likes,
ihey will require very expensive and exten-
sive machinery; and an expenditure of
£3,000 condition is next to nothing under

[ASSEMBLY.]
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the circumstances. I am not altogether
in favour of a rent of 1s. per acre, inas-
much as the leaseholder will have to take
great risk, and test his property before
anything can be done, and we should
place as few obsiacles as possible in the
way of people who propose to prospect
this class of country. I {ake it that
those lakes canuot be prospected without
the expenditure of a large sum of money,
and in order to protect the interests of
the State we should not charge a nomi-
nal rent of 1s. per acre, but a royalty on
the gold produced. By this means, both
the leaseholder and the State participate
in the possible profit, and the capitalist
or the leaseholder is encouraged to spend
his money without having any extra
imposition put upon him.

Mr. VogpEr: Would it not be diffi-
cult to collect a royalty ¥

Mz. LEAKE: I do not see any diffi-
enlty under this Bill. I kmow the prin-
ciple of a royalty cannot, for instance, be
applied to the alluvial miner; but it can
be applied to large areas.and large com-
panies, who must publish returns for the
benefit of shareholders, thus giving the
Government the same means of knowin
the profits as the shareholders themselves;
and companies must be honest, in their
own protection, not because they like
being honest, but because it suits them to
be so under the circumstances of the
moment.

M=r. VospeEr: Companies could be
cowmpelled to publish the returns.

Ms. LEAKE: No doubt companies
could be compelled to publish returns.
Practically, the whole thing is a specula-
tion, and the great idea is that the country
shall take part in the profits, if any, of
the speculation.

Hon. H. W, Venn: Why not apply
the principle to all mining ?

Me. LEAKE: Tadmit T am in favour
of a royalty rather than rent; but the
former principle has never been enforced,
and the difficulty of collection has always
been a great objection in its application
to alluvial mining. There would be no
difficulty in collecting a royalty from large
mines, like the Lake View or the Boulder,
and it does seem a monstrous absurdity -
that those mines should pay the State
only £1 per annum, while they distribute
hundreds of thousands of pounds in divi-

. dends each vear,
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ME. Movaer: What about the divi-
dend tax ?

Mz. LEAKE: That is a mere drop in
the bucket; though X admii that the
dividend tax is a step in the right diree-
tion. TUnder the Bill, I am certain the
leaseholder would be perfectly willing to
submit to a royalty, knowing he would
not have to pay anything unless his
efforts met with success. We ure not
asking the unsuccessful man to pay, or
asking a speculative price-which the
leaseholder would otherwise have to pay
on land that might or might not turmn
out to be valueless. It is true the rent
of ls. per acre is small, but it is too
big for land which is worthless, while not
enough for land that is valuable; aund,
consequently, Tadvocate a rovalty. When
the Bill gets into Committee I shall pro-
pose an amendment in this direction, and
shall be glad of the Minister's support;
or if the Minister should see his way
clear to propose the amendment, I shall
have pleasure in supporting him. The
other clanses of the Bill do not call for
any comment at this stage, though they
may lead to some little discussion in
Committee. As [ have said, hon. mem-
bers will find Clause 4 embodies the
whole principle of the Bill, and if we can
agree on the terms to be inserted n that
clause, 1 dare say we shall make a good
Bill. But I ask the Minister of Mines to
consider whether it i1s mnot in the best
interests of his department, as well as in
the interests of the public, that this Bill
should be embodied in the Goldfields
Act, so that in the administration of the
principle, we may have the machinery at
present available for gold-mining in
general. T do not throw this out as an
objection to the measure, but as a sugges-
" tion which we may discuss, and then deter-
ming what is best in the circumstances.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH (Central Mur-

chison) : The leader of the Opposition has
expressed practically my own thoughts
about this Bill, the second reading of
which I have pleagure in supporting. On
a former occasion when this question was
discussed, I expressed the conviction that
it ought to be purt of the Goldfields Act,
and I still think so, for reasons which
have been better expressed by the leader
of the Opposition. T am also strongly in
favour of the suggestion the hon. mem-
ber made in reference to making the pro-

[26 OcToBER, 1899.]
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posed dredging and sluicing a matter of
royalty rather than one of rent, and the
reasons given by him are sufficient. The
ares, proposed is, in my opinion, alto-
gether too small to make it possible to
carry out the design and intention of the
Bill; because 640 acres is ouly one mile
by one mile, and we cannot expect people
to erect the necessary plant for dredging
and sluicing operations with only that
extent in which to operate. That objec-
tion is answered, and so far properly
answered, by the statement that the
lessee may take up other areas alongside ;
but someone else may take up the areas
adjoining that of the successful company,

"gimply for speculative purposes, merely

putting in a sofficient amount 6f machin-
ery to justify their occupation, and then
without the slightest intention of work-
ing their holding, blackmail the company.
In every case, a company who propose to
take up an arex of this kind will do a
good deal of exploring befure they apply
for a lease; and having satisfied them-
selves there is some prospect of getting
gold, thev will find it necessary to put up
effective and expensive plant. We ought
to encourayge such companies to erect the
most effective plant, because there may
be gold which can be won by certain
apphances, and not by others. The proper
course would be to enlarge the area from
640 acres, or one mile by one mile, to 5,760
acres, or three miles by three miles,
though I question whether even the latter
aren would be sufficient in many cases.
If there be gold in a lake, whether that
lake be large or small—though I am not
speaking of very large lakes, but the
ordinary kind of lake that we meet with
—it practically means the area should be
in the hands of one company. The system
of dredging, I believe, is to cut a sort
of channel through the lake, and there
would be no end of difficulty if more than
one company were in possession. (om-
panies would, I understand, have to cut’
their canal, and fleat their machinery on
dredges in order to caurry on the work,
moving the stuff over and over as they
pass along. 'L'hough I do not know any-
thing about dredging for gold other than
T have been told, it seems to me we should
give compantes an opportunity of taling
up o sufficient area to warrant their put-
ting up the most expensive machinery
required for the work; and I hope the
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Minister will be prepared in Committee to
consider an smendment of Clause 4 in
this direction. If it be intended to carry
out what I undersiand to be the
character of the work, it probably
means an expenditure of £40,000 or
£50,000 for proper machinery; and
companies will make themselves fairly
certain by tests, before ther go to such
an expense, that there is gold to be won.
Having satisfied themselves of the fact,
they will put up machinery, just in pro-
portion to the quantity of ground under
their direct control; and I do not think
any company would find it remunerative
enough to erect the necessary machinery
on 640 acres. There is always a danger,
as [ mentioned before, that in testing
640 acres, prospectors would make such
discoveries, that the ground all round
will be pegged out by others, and the
company thereby prevented from extend-
ing their area in such & way as to make
the work profitable. Either the ground
is blocked and the gold not won, or the
owners of the adjoining clajims will
blackmail the company. For these rea-
sons I hope the Government will see
their way to enlarge the area. Clause 6
seems to throw the whole antherity and
power of the working of the Bill almost
entirely in the hands of the Minister ; and
to some extent that must be so, though
Parliament ought to have a say on some
points. This clause, for instance, gives
power to the Minister to prescribe the
procedure for the forfeiture of leases.
We have to take humanity as it is, and
humanity is not absolutely perfect as yet,
though it is going in that direction,
slowly I am sorry to say. Insome future
age, 200 years or 20 yvears hence, we may
have another Minister of Mines who may
not be as perfect as the present Minister,
and under this clause it would be possible
for a great deal of collusion and mal-
practice to go on; and if the whole
question of forfeiture rests with the
Minister under the Bill, it seems to me
such a system will open a verv wide door.

Tae Mivisrer oF Minks: At present,
under the regulations it rests pretty well
with the Minister.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH: I am aware
of that; Dut this Bill will practically
bring il under the Act. At present,
Parliament have some control over the
matter, though not much. Of course

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Parliament have a certain control over a
Minister, as they can put him out of
office ; but even if they do put him out,
the mischief is already done. I am, of
course, speaking of ordinary Ministers.
We can pui them out, but we can never
put out the Premier: he lives for ever.
Ministers come and go, but the Premier
remains; and it is possible that a junior
Minister may be removed.

Mr. Hiosax : For insubordination ?

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: For insubor-
dination; and we have heard of such
things in our time.

Mr. MrrceeLL: The Minister of
Mines would not be guilty of insubordi-
nation.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: Too much
power is given by Clause 6, which we
shall have to comsider in Committee.
However, I congratulate the Government -
on the introduction of the Bill. I sup-
pose we must also congratulate our new
goldfields member (Mr. Locke) for hav-
ing suggested the Bill by motion in
this House, I hope the new gold-
field recently discovered in the South
will be as profitable as the Boulder
and Kalgoorlie goldfields put together;
pnd T hope its development will be
as satisfactory to that hon. member
as it will be to the country at large.
I have great pleasure in supporting this
Bill; but I think the suggestions made,
especially as to royalty instead of rent,
and also the suggested increase of areas,
are two points which the Minister might
fairly consider, and which he should be
prepured to aceept, when the Bill is in
Committee.

Mr. VOSPER (North-East Coolgar-
die) : Talso support the Bill, in pursuance
of the support I gave to the motion of
the member for Sussex (Mr. Locke). I
must say, however, that I do not think it
wige to limit the area to 640 acres. We
have to deal with land which, in ordinary
circumstances, there is no probability of
anyone taking up and working; and
under the Bill it is provided that
machinery to the value of £3,000 must
be put on a 640-acre block ; and if a com-
pany deem it necessary to take up three
or four such Dlocks, they will have to
comply with the provisions of the Bill by
putting £3,000 worth of machinery on
each of those leases. A dredge worth
£3,000 is capable of working, say, four
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or five acres in the-course of 21 years,
and the dredge itself would be pretty well
worked out in that time. As a matter of
fact, the dredge, to be workable at all,
will have to be some special form of
dredge, which will probably take the form
of a steam scoop, and will have to be run
on & kind of rough railway.

THE CoMMISSIONEE OF RaAILwavs:
No. I believe it is proposed to get water
from somewhere to float the dredges.

Mzr. VOSPER: At all events, it will
hardly be possible to float them, because
most of the lakes are not very deep, and
I should not think they would propose to
dredge very deeply. However, it is very
probable that the tlredge, whether Roated
or not, will go out in a given straight
line, and that a lead of gold will be found
in the lake, as it iz anywhere else, and
will probably be found in narrow strips.
This is what one would expect where
there has been a great amount of denud-
ation in the surrounding country, and
where large floods have carried various
materials into the lake. Thus it would
take no time worth mentioning to dredge
a square mile as proposed in this Bill,
and we should therefore provide for a
larger area. [ have always being oppoesed
to monopolies: I do not like large areas
and large concessions; but this is a
special case, which I think should be met
by special treatment ; and I do not think
that to give a square mile in considera-
tion of the erection of £3,000 worth of
machinery is a sufficient inducement;
for there are thousands of acres in these
lakes which will not yield one penny-
weight to the acre, though there are
others that will doubtless yield very good
results. However, it is a question of
chance, and speculators, who will have to
test the country at the risk of their
capital, should therefore be allowed great
latitude. I would call the attention of
the Minister of Mines to one complication
likely to arise out of this Bill, and which
neither he nor other hon. members who
have spoken have taken into consideration.
The bottom of a lake is doubtless very
similar in most respects to the eountry
surrounding it. The same kind of rocks
will be found there; and much the same
geological phenomena must have occurred
in the bottom of the lake as on the sur-
face of the swrrounding country; con-
sequently we may expect that the rocks
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under the lake will be fissured and
seamed, and that reefs and lodes existing
in the surrounding country will continue
in their full strength underneath the
lakes. If that be the case, and the
holders of a dredging lease dredge into
the alluvial on the top, and expose
a gold-bearing reef, they cannot work
the reef -with the dredge, or under
the conditions of the dredging lease;
and the Goldfields Act says that if a
reef be discovered, any person can go in
and can take up a lease: conseguently we
may see the ordinary leaseholder going
into a dredging lease, taking up a 24-acre
lease under the Goldfields Act, and start-
ing to sink for gold, thereby again estab-
lishimg the dnal title ; and this contingency
will put the small leaseholder in the
same position as the alluvial digger now
occupies.

Tre MivisTer oF Miwes: All land
leased from the Crown is not * Crown
land "’ under the Goldfields Act; there-
fore land leased ——

Me. VOSPER: But I think you will
find the situation very difficult, because
here you are granting a special lease
under the terms of this Bill. At all
events, it is a point well worth con-
sidering.

THE Mintster oF Miwes: The land
leased for gold-mining purposes could
not be entered upon as Crown land.

Mr. VOSPER: This is a special lease
for special purposes, and for the develop-
ment of a special form of pold-mining.
It is a dredging lease: all the gold must
be obtained by dredging. If gold be
found on the lease which cannot be
obtained by dredging, is not the ordinary
leaseholder entitled to go on that ground ?
And if he be not so entitled, is not that
state of affairs equally m]urlousp Be-
cause, it gold be discovered by the dredg-
ing company in a form in which they are
prohlbltecl from working it, is there any
reason why it should not be worked ?

Tee Minister oF Mines: We can
alter the clause if necessary.

Me. VOSPER: The member for Cen-
tral Murchison (Mr. Ilingworth} reminds
me that most of these lakes are situated
in declared goldfields, which circumstance
will add’to the complication. Either we
thall have a dual title with two contend-
ing sets of leaseholders-—a state of affairs
far worse than the present alluvial diffi-
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culty—or else we are going to exclude
the possibility of discovering reef gold.
‘Which of the two evils are we going to
choose? The position is worthy of the
very best attention of the Minister and
of this House, because we do not wish to
have in the future any more difficulties
similar to those we have had in the past.

Me. LOCKE (Suszex): I -am much
pleased to congratulate the Government
on bringing forward this Bill in accord-
ance with the suggestion 1 made in this
House some little time ago, and I am
further pleased with the leader of the
Opposition (Mr. Leake) and other hon.
members on his side of the House for
having supported the measure. I hope
we shall be able to make of it a good and
workable Act, and I think that is about
all that is expected. There are several
alterations and suggestions I should like
to make with regard to the Bill as it
stands, and though this may not be the
proper time, I shall at all events mention
a few of them. We know that there are
millions of acres of land suitable for
“gluicing and dredging for gold,” and I
think thut, as the Bill provides that a
lessee shall not get more than 640 acres,
the result will be very injurious. Iknow
thatthe people who first suggested the idea
to me decided there and them, when they
heard of this limit, that it would not
be advisable to go any further with their
Project; and, in fact, that the Bill would
be altogether useless. I do not know
whether I am rightly informed, but I
believe that the lakes in this colony vary
in depth from a few inches to about nine
feet.

Mg. InningworTa: Put a *“ten-foof i

drop” on.

Mr. LOCKE: And a dredge is useless
in the absence of water: one can dredge
only where there is sufficient waler or
sufficient sluicing. In the absence of
water, I do not know what would happen
if the dredge got on one of those reefs
of which the member for North-East
Coolgardie has been speaking. The
dredge would certainly be of no use.

Mr. Vosper: I suppose if the dredge
struck a reef, she would sink.

Mg. LOCKE: Therefore I hope the

Minister will see his way to incréase the
area. I know it is possible to amalga- '

mate several of these leases; but I think

if investors were given the privilege of |
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dredging in 5,000-acre blocks, such blocks
would be very small patches in com-
parison with the millions of such acres
we have in this colony ; and such a provi-
gion would induce people with capital to
endeavour to open np an industry which
has hitherto never been thought of or
suggested in this country; und possibly
this might lead to a great increase in the
output of gold, if the industry were
guccessful. If sueccessful, the cost to the
¢ountry would be nothing, because in-
tending investors do not ask any more
than that they shall be allowed to try this
ground; and if it be found there is a
sufficient quantity of alluvial matter and
sufficient water, they will take up the
land and go to work with sufficient
machinery. With regard to the £3,000,
Ido not care if that be increased. It
might well be considerably increased,
from what I am informed ; for I do not
think £3,000 would be of any use on
even a square mile of country. One
could not build a dredge for £3,000, and
if one put anything on such a lease, I
presume it would be a dredge capable
of doing the work; so I do not mind
increasing the provisions of the Bill in
that regard, so long as hon. members will
give investors sufficient areas, so that the
company or companies who start this
industry may be able to take up enough
country to admit of profitable working,
and may see their way clear, if they do
find gold and if their dredging be success-
ful, to go on at all events for some years.

Mz. ItriveworrH: Say £3,000 per
square mile.

Mer. LOCKE: That would be all right,
providing we were allowed to amalgamate
a sufficient number of square miles.
Moreover, I do not think these lakes are
in the form of sqguares: from what 1
understand, they are very long, sometimes
very narrow ; therefore it would be neces-
sary to take up a large area of country
and a long strip of lake, in order to be
able to work successfully. If the Govern-
ment will increase the acreage, I do not
think (here is much else to find fault with
in the Bill, and personally I do not care
whether the pavyment be a royalty ora
fixed rental. :

Mz. TLLINGWORTH : A royalty is best.

Me. LOCEE: Originully I suggested
a, royalty on the gold won: that was what
I was asked to suggest. I believe there
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is some difficulty in collecting rents and
other payments; and as this is a new in-
dustry, and may possibly grow into
something bigger eventually, T hope hon.
members will not try to hamper it in any
way, because I think it may be the means
of bringing a lot of capital and many
people to this country that would never
come here otherwise. I again congratu-
late the Government on bringing the Bill
forward, and am much obliged to those
hon. members who have spoken in its
favour; and I hope, when it goes into
Committee, we shall be able to make it a
goad and useful measure.

Me. KINGSMILL (Pilbarra): I am
glad to be able to give my general
support to the Bill; but one or two
little things in it might be somewhat
altered with advantage. In thefirst place,
. I am geiting rather tired of continually
uttering o protest—as I recognise the
futility of it—against the vitality of any
Bill being embodied in the regulations.
As T say, T am almaost at iy last gasp.

Me. IiniveworTH: Do not die.

Mz. KINGSMILL: Although it is
not the rule in other conntries, 1t seems
to be an accepted fact in Western Aus-
tralia that the regulations must contain
absolutely the vital part of the Bill
However, I will not say any more on that
point. As to the method of compensation,
and the consideration to be paid to the
Government for this land taking the
form of rent ora royalty, whilst admitting
that the contentions of the member for
Albany (Mr. Leake) have a good deal of
weight, I am not enamoured of the iden
he has put forward, and I think there
may be a way out of the difficulty which
may prove acceptable to both parties.
As members are aware, there is a certain
probationary period allowed at present
under the Goldfields Act between the
application for a lease when the rent is
puid as a deposit, and the first hearing by
the warden. The period of probation in
regard to northern goldfields mining
leases amounts to 30 days,

TeE MinisTer oF MINes: Thirty days
from the recommendation of the warden,
under the Goldfields Act.

Mz. KINGSMILL: I will try to make
my point clear. T do ot think the Min-
ister quite grasps what I mean, [ believe
that the procedure at present with regard
to taking up a gold-nining lease is thad
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the applicant shall peg out the ground
and post his notice, which must remain
10 days. After 10 days he makes his
application (which is received by the
warden or his substitute), and has to
deposit his rent. No further action is
then taken. Within 30 days from date
of application the warden hears the
case. I think I am right so far. That
is-the period which I refer to as the pro-
bation period, and I think that for pur-
poses of finding out whether the ground
which persons propose to take up is pay-
able or not, the requirements of the
propesed lessees under this Bill would be
met, if that probetion period were ex-
tended to, say, either three or six months;
and if the proposed lessees found that
the ground: pegged out was not likely to
prove payable, then, as is the case in
regard to a gold-mining lease at present,
their rent, survey fee, and other charges
should be returned to them. I do not
propose to insist upon this point when
the Bill is in Committee, but I merely
put it forward as a suggestion to hon,
members so that, if they have not thought
of it, they may consider its value. There
is another point, with regard to the
provigions to take the place of the
Iabour conditions on these leases,
and I notice that the Minister has
taken what is practically the system in
vogue, and has been in vogue for some
years past, in some of the United States
of America, as a basis on which to con-
struct the proposed legislation. T think
it is the custom in the States for lease-
holders from the Crown to vovenant to
spend so much money per annum upon
their holdings, and the only fault I have
to find with the clause of the Bill which
deals with the subject is that the method
in which this money has to be spent is
rather too strictly specified. Although,
us the Minister pointed out, not a great
deal of labour will be involved in working
these leases, I think it would be just as
well if it were made possible for the pro-
posed lessee to include the cost of al
labour with the machinery which he has
to employ upon his lease. I faney that
the gentleman to whom the member for
Sussex (Mr. Locke) alluded as having
suggested this new departure in mining
will probably find that the conditions are
not quite the same as in other colonies;
therefore, the method of work in Western
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Australia will have to be considerably

modified, and I fancy thata good deal of
the machinery will have to be erected

outside bigh-water mark. Of course that

is only my own opinjom, but I think it
very likely that the system of dredging
which obtains in Victoria

I am afraid the leaseholders would not
have the depth of water to enable them

to float their dredges. However, it is a |

matter upon which, no doubt, those
gentlemen have made inquiries, and are
more fully informed than T am myself.
I only put that forward, too, as a sugges-

tien in order that means may be thought '

of, if necessary, to provide for machinery
areas upon the banks of lakes.
regard to these people, I notice with a
good deal of satisfaction the point
brought forward by the hon. member for
North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper), and
it would appear to me to be a very un-
desirable thing if we found the would-
be reefing miners in Western Australia
occupying the position which some little
time back was held by the alluvial miners
against them, and T think every consider-

ation ought to be given by the Minister :

to the pont which the hon. member has
raised. As far as T am concerned, speak-
ing as a layman putting forward legal
opinions which are, I expect, absolutely
without any weight whatever, my view is
that the reefing leaseholder would not
have o right of entry upon these leages,
and therefore the granting of the leases

" should all the more be cautiously pro-

ceeded with.

Tur Mivisrer oF Minks: The country
is all the same.

Mgr. Vosepr: There may be an out-
crop in a lease.

Tue Mivister oF Mines: Some big
pumping machinery will be wanted.

Me. KINGSMILL: Build coffer dams
on the lake. If we limit the area of the
reefing lease to 24 acres, I do not think
we ought to make it possible, under con-
ditions which may or may not be bona
Jfide, to take up huge areas, which may
hereafter be used for reefing purposes.

I would remind the Minister that certain

areas in Western Australia, and in my
own district, have been used for purposes
which I think were, at the time they were
taken up, very far from the minds of the
gentlemen who took them up, and I hope
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and New
Zealand will not be applicable here.

With .
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this sort of thing will not recur in West-
ern Australia. I have much pleasure in
giving to the Bill the general support I
have mdicated.
Mz, GREGORY (North Coolgardie) :
I am very pleased to see this Bill has
been brought before us, and I hope it
will prove a strong incentive to start o
new industry in this colony. I agree with
! the leader of the Opposition in his re-
marks that ths measure should be a
i Mines Act Amendment Bill, giving 1o
i the Minister the powers which he has
i under the Goldfields Act, and strengthen-
ing the powers more distinctly than this
Bill provides. The powers given to the
Minister in this Bill are either very great
or very small. It is hard to decide by a
casual glance whether the Minister has
these powers or not. A question has
arisen as to what area should be granted
under these leases. I think the proposed
ares is rather small, but I strongly object
. to any power being given to the Minister
for the purposes of amalgamation of
these leases. The present alluvial diffi-
culty on the fields is due to o great extent
. to this system of allowing concentration
of labour on leases. Work has been done
on certain areas and centralised on ome
* spot, large areas being held to await de-
velopment by other cowmpanies; and I
think we should decide to-night what
arez. should be granted as a dredging
lease. It should be stated distinctly in
the Bill how much land we shall give as
a dredging lease, and only that amount
should be given. If a person wishes to
take up two areas, let him work hoth
areas. The process is simple enough.
The leaseholders have to provide a dredge,
and the Minister asks that a sun of
£3,000 shall be spent on an area within
12 wonths. I have no objection to
1,000 acres or even up to 2,000 acres,
because I think it would be very wise for
+ us to do all we can fo assist in having
this industry started; but we want it
" started on fair lines, und I see no reason
whatever why we should give these great
powers to the Minister, enabling him to
allow a copcentration of labour or the
amalgamation of 4 large nunber of these
areas, instead of stating distinctly to a
person, * You can bave a certain arvea, and
you will have to work that area.” I
i repeat that in my opinjon the Minister
. ought not to have the power to allow
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" leases to be amalgamated. I think that
when we get into Committee we will have
it definitely stated that each irea—and
make the area large, giving every possible
inducement to take up areas—shall be
worked. T do not want to see one person
taking up 10 or 12 blocks of 640 ucres
each, and then amalgamating them.
We should not have the industry pushed
forward with the same vigouras it would
be if we said “Well, you can have 2,000
acres of this land, and when you get it
you will have todo certain workon it.” I
also agree with the proposal that we
should charge a royalty. It would be a
greater inducement, and I think it would
pay the colony much better. Tt would be
a better thing for the Minister. With
companies, they have to provide short
returns, and I think the royalty could
easily be obtained. I hope the Minister
will seriously consider the question, and,
if possible, agree to my suggestion. In
regard to gold-mining leases in the
event of any reefs being discovered on
_ these lake properties, to my mind il
would be absolutely impossible for any
person to come and take up a gold-
mining lease on any land reserved in
these lakes. The only way I can see
would be for the lessee to abandon a
certain portion of his area and be
allowed to take it up as a gold-mining
lease. The lease would be granted by
the Minister.

Me. [LLINGWORTH :
himself under tribute.

Mr. GREGQORY: No; becanse the
Bill only gives power for sluicing and
dredging. Sub-clause 2 of Clanse 5
Bays

That the lessee will not, without the per-
misaion in writing of the Minister, use the jand
demised for any other purpose than that of
sluicing and dredging for gold.

Itis not Crown land, and no person
could come upon his leasehold and peg
out a lease.

Mr. VospER: A nice dilemma !

Me. GREGORY: The man who dis-
covered the gold would be the lessee, and
he would have to surrender a portion of
his area, apply for a gold-mining lease,
and comply with the conditions which
apply to a gold-mining lease. This class
of mining should be brought under the
(Goldfields Act, as the Minister will then

He could let it
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be able to insist on the work being
carried out under conditions that obtain
under the Gtoldfields Act. I hope the
areas proposed will be enlarged.

Mr. A. FORREST (West Kimberley) :
I would like to say a few words ou this
Bill. I am glad to find from the
remarks of hon. members, that they do
not wish to see this question surrounded
by unnecessary impediments; for there
are at least 20,000,000 acres of such land
which have been traversed by many pros-
pectors here and by people from other
colonies, and in no instance has any one
attempted to dig for alluvial gold on this
kind of land, except on the edge of the
lakes, where a few shafts have been sunk.
and then the prospectors have been driven
away by the influx of water. If we wish
to get capital into this country for
dredging purposes we must be liberal in
our terms, because we are offering some-
thing which nobody here will take. If a
man requires a large area of land, the
rent alone will make him a bit frightened.
A man will think twice, if he wants
10,000 acres, because the rent yearly
will ba £500, and he will have to spend
some £50,000 before he can get a plant
sufficient to cairy on the work. -Although
it has been said that not much labour
will be required for the work, I believe a
lot of labour will be required. It will
not be found that there 1s all drift sand
in the lakes : there will be found clay and
rock, and there will be great difficultyin
dredging the lakes. T would like to see the
Bill made as liberal as possible, and that
people who take up the areas should have
no rights on the mainland except a lease
or a license for the purpose of erecling
their plant, alse that they should not be
able to deal with quartz for crushing
purposes. If a man i3 fortunate enough
to have 5,000 acres, and comes across a
quartz reef, he must be sharp and put in
his pegs, and then employ the labour on
the lease. The lessee of the 5,000 ncres
would not hold the land long if anyone
found out there was a quartz reef on it
when the lessee had not taken out a lease
for working that gquartz reef. This Bill
will not give people the right to put
down shafts for quartz-mining purposes.
It is not my intention at any rate that we
should give rights {o people to put down
shafts in the middle of a luke and timber
them up.
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Mr. KivesmirL: Suppose a man saw

a quartz reef running mto a luke, and

pursued it by taking up a lease?

Mr. A. FORREST : If anyone
attempted to obtain quartz from a reef
m a lake, he would require a large
amount of money for pumping plant.

Me. KivesminL: I de not think so.
There is a lot of surface water,

Mr. A. FORREST: My experience
of the lakes is that one cannot bale the
water out for a long time: especially is
that so in regard to the lakes in
the Murchison district, where the
lakes are not very wide, but have a
certain amount of depth in them like a
river. 1t is likely that persons who
go in for this kind of gold-mining will in
the first instance go to the Murchison
district: they are not likely o go east-
ward to such a place as Lake Lefroy.
Qur object should be to make the Bill a
liberal one, and not ask people to come
here and expend a large amount of money
to take something that no one else in the
country is game enough to tackle. We
gshould not limit the area to 640 acres,
but we should do as the member for
North Coolgardie (Mr. Gregory) suggests,
not allow amalgamation, but grant an
area not exceeding 5,000 acres. I am
assured that no one will build a large
dredging plant to dredge 640 acres.
TUnless we give a liberal area, the Bill will
become a dead letter, and of no benefit
to the country. We should try and
attract people to take up these areas,
because we know the people here will not
attempt this work themselves. If I had
all the money of the Rothschilds, I should
not attempt to put a plant on a lake to
dredge for gold.

How. H. W. VENN (Wellington):
From the discussion it is clear that we
require more information on this subject
than we have at present. We are legis-
lating on a subject which we Lknow
nothing about; and when hon. members
gpeak about being liberal and opening
the door to induce capitalists to come
here, we must remember that we have
had a dose of this before. We have been
boomed and boomed, and we are now on
the eve of a sluicing boom. 1t is there-
fore necessary to be very careful as fo
this sluicing busipess, inasmuch as we
kmow the lakes for the best part of the
vear are absolutely dry, and when we
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i speak of sluicing operations in connee-
tion with these lakes, we really refer to
| sand operations, except when a certain
depth is reached, and then water is found
at omne time of the year. In New
Zealand, slhuicing operations have been
carried out, but we cannot well be guided
by the experience of that country,
because the operations in this country
will be very different. The operations
here must take place in the interior of
the eountry, and as far as T am able io
judge, we have no similar circum-
stances to those which prevail in other
countries in regard to dredging lakes for
gold. Therefore it is necessary we should
be very careful as to the areas to be
granted or the terms given, to induce
.people in other parts of the world to be
moved by boomers and speculators.

Mz. A.. Foreesr: They made you,
and made this country.

Hox, HL W, VENN: The country
has made itself. We cannot be too
careful in this matter. A suggestion
has been thrown out by the leader of the
Qpposition in regard to a royalty, and
that suggestion is worthy of great con-
sideration. Thisisan experimentin regard
to mining operations in this country, and
some people think it is an experiment
well worth trying. Following up the
argument of the member for West
Kimberley {(Mr. A. Forrest), who wanted
to offer inducements for people to come
here, I should think that hon. member
would rather favour the levying of a
royalty in preference to granting a
license or a lease, because a lease or a
license may be oppressive at first,
whereas a royalty would be paid only
if gold were obtained. As to sluicing
as applied to the interior of this country,
I think we should have more informa-
tion from the experts who perhaps
prompted the member (Mr. Locke} who
moved in the first instance in regard to
this matter. If would have been well if
that hon. member had given us more
information, and I was anxious to learn
from him the probabilities of sluicing
operations being carried on in this
colony. Personally, I am at one with a
great many members of the House in
thinking that at this moment we know
very little about sluiving for gold, there-
fore we should approach the subject with
| great care, and not land ourselves in
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another boom that may be disastrous to | motion being brought forward by the

the country.

Mr. MONGER (York): I rise with .

great pleasure to support the second

reading of the Bill, and T am more than -

astonished that a Bill like this should

meet with the slightest opposition even -

from the member for Wellington (Hon.
H. W.Venn). Iammorethansurprised,
especially in view of the remarks that
fell from the member for West Kim-

berley (Mr. A. Forrest), who told us— - ever seen, Donnybrook; and under this

and [ think his figures in connection
with matters of this kind are always
taken as practically correct—that we
have in this territory of Western Austra-
lia 20,000,000 acres of salt-lake country;
and if something ean be preduced
from these 20,000,000 acres, one thirty-
second portion of this vast territory,
then the ILegislature will be doing
something for the advancement of the
country. If we can utilise that thirty-
second portion of this territory and make
it productive in gome way, it will be an
advantage. It 1s admitted in all direc-
tions that at present this area is value-
less. We look on it as a nightmare
when anyone has to pass over one of these
big salt lakes. Now a mild suggestion is
brought forward, and the Governmentare
agked to make some sort of liberal
concession, especially in the first instance,
te people who are willing to work these
salt lakes. I have spoken with some of
the gentlemen who are interested in being
pertuitted to sluice for gold in the salt
lakes, and I am told that in South Aus-
tralia~and I do not think we shall be
very far wrong in taking a precedent from
that colony—the Government grant as
much as 5,000 acres of salt lakes to persons
or companies who will provide the plant
for working them. If in South Australia,
where I believe it is generally admitted
the total area of their salt-lake country
is not equal to or not in excess of what
we have in Western Australia, the Gov-
ernment are willing to offer in the first
instance large tracts of country to those
who are willing to try and establish a
new industry, it is also in the interests of

member for Sussex, and the way in which
it was framed and worded, I thought
the last person who would offer opposi-
tion to the Bill would be the member
for Wellington {(Hon. H. W. Venn),
hecause this Bill gives the same privilege
to people to go and sluice those big
marshes, those fresh-water lakes which
are supposed to be on the horder of one
of the greatest goldfields the world has

* Bill the hon. member can take dredges

‘Western Australia to grant similar privi-

leges to capitalists prepared to divert
a portion of their capital to Western
Australia to work what we look upon to-
day as absolutely useless and valueless
country. When I first heard of this

down there and dredge those lakes for
gold, if he likes. Yet the hon, member,
who gets this concession for his own dis-
trict, says he will not allow that to be done.

Hon. H. W. VENN: T said the matter
needed further inquiry.

Ms. MONGER : The hon. member, in
saying we ought to look further into the
mgtter, adopted a sort of dog-in-the.
manger attitude. These lakes cover very
large areas, and yet sooner than give fair
privileges to people who first come over
and put down dredges to work the lakes,
there are members who would keep the
lakes in the same condition they have
been in ever since Western Australia was
Western Australia. Personally I would
like to see some of the salt lakes tested,
and o fair reward claim given by the
Government for the first production of
one thousand, five thousand, or ten
thousand ounces of gold. Suvme sort of
encouragement ought to ba given to
people to work these salt lakes, which to-
day are looked upon as useless; and
the suggestion of the leader of the Oppo-

| sition {(Mr. Leake), that a royalty should

be charged instead of rent, is fair and
reasonable. If all the suggestions which
emanate from the noble mind of that hon.
member were similarly good, nothing
would give me greater pleasure than to
support them. These lakes and barren
marshes, if they are going to be as rich
in gold as some members believe, will
prove, by means of a royalty, a vast
source of revenue to the colony; and I
have much pleasure in supporting the
second reading of the Bill.

Mgr. WALLACE (Yalgoo); I do not
intend to offer any opposition to the Bill.
At the same time, I have a little diffi-
dence in supporting it. Most members
will agree that the Bill is not Likely to be
availed of to any great extent.
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Mg. Moweee: Why not?
Mr. WALTACE: Tbhe richest dis-

covery made on a lake in Western

Australia was in the early days, on Lake -

Nannine at the Murchison, by prospector
Bayley and his mates. This is an illus-
tration of gold Leing discovered, but not
in sufficient quantity to induce companies
to sluice : and another instance is shown
at Lake Austin, on the edge of which
gold was found, and some slhiicing took
place, with results not sufficient to justify
the prospectors goiug on with the enter-
prise. :

Mr. A. Forrest: Theappliances were
very primitive, then.

Ma. WALLACE : But these primitive
appliances are sufficient to prove whether
the quantity of gold in the alluvial soil ig
enough to warrant expenditure on such
machinery as will be necessary to work
the areas contemplated under the Bill
The Bill only gives to lessees the right to
work alluvial, and I say there 1s not
sufficient depth of so0il in the lakes to
compensate a company with adequate
capital to go in for this kind of enterprise;
but if hon. members, assisted by the
Minister with his experience of the
different mining localities, can devise some
scheme by which persons sinking for gold
in the lakes, shall have a right to a larger
area, and to obtain gold whether by dred-
ging or sluicing or sinkinyg, companies
may be induced to take up these lake
lands and prospect. The Orient property
on Lake Austin, from which a mint of
gold has been taken, is said to be still
very valuable, and there it has been found
impossible to sink the shaft, owing to the
great inflow of water ; but if this company
were given a sufficient area, there is every
reason to believe that enough gold is
there to induce them to erect the neces-
sary pumping plant. The veason 1 have
a little difficulty in supporting the Bill
is that I do not think it altogether wise
to pass measures which, to a great extent,
are unnecessary and superflnous. Greater
privileges could be given fo gold-seeking
companies in prospecting these lakes,
than by confining them to a small depth
of from five to eight feet of alluvial soil.
Even with areas of 1,000 acres, there
would have to be a system of railways, in
order to treat five to eight feat of soil
with sluicing plant ; and while working
this area of swamp land, where would the
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for Gold Bill.

' company conserve water? If the company

have to sink for water, and while sinking,
© come upon a rich lode, are they to cease
operations and go elsewhere? I make
these remarks, not'as an experienced

miner, but merely as suggesting that the
] Bill will not be availed of to the extent
enthusiastic members believe. In my
opinion, more encouragement would be
given to prospecting thes